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           Forton Parish Council

Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held 
Via Zoom on Monday 5th April 2021 at 7.00pm
Present:  
Cllrs Huddart, Taylor, McLoughlin, Farebrother, Dodgson,

  A Nicholls - Clerk to the Parish Council    
1336.
APOLOGIES
Cllr Young.
1337.
NOTIFICATION OF INTERESTS
Councillors were asked to disclose any pecuniary and nonpecuniary interests on matters to be considered at this meeting.  None were raised.
1338.
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

Resolved:  The update of the Parish Council meeting, held on 1 March 2021, was agreed with a minor amendment 
1339.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

The meeting was adjourned. 
No public attended the meeting. It was agreed to add a note to the agenda inviting the public to ask the Clerk for the Zoom code to attend the meeting,
Cllr. Taylor proposed that the Parish Council write to the Catholic Church and ask what their intention is for the land they own behind Forton Primary school. She suggested if the Village could raise the funds the church could consider selling it to the Parish Council, for the Village of Forton. 

It was discussed and agreed it was worth writing to the Lancaster Catholic dioceses to put forward the proposal. However, the land is in the Local Plan, so it is likely to be very expensive.

Cllr. Taylor agreed to explore the proposal further and coordinate people’s thoughts.
1340.
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Councillors to commented on the following application: -
21/00405/ADV Forton Service Area North M6 Lancaster Services from Junction 32 Off Slip Lancaster Lancashire LA2 9DU

      Advertisement consent for the erection of a 7m high illuminated totem sign

Resolved: there was no objection. The Clerk was asked to write to Wyre Borough Council Planning
1341. Utilities Correspondence
The Clerk has been corresponding with United Utilities. The main work on improvements to the Forton treatment works to improve the water quality to accommodate the additional houses is going to start 2022.  To do this they will have to extend the treatment works and will need to purchase a small amount of land close by. The project is with the contractor for a detailed design specification. Land agents are speaking to local landowners about purchasing land to increase the size of the plant.

The size of the sewer will be looked at late 2022/2023. This will have more impact on the village as the sewer runs under the highway. The current sewers will accommodate the initial 100 houses.

The Clerk was asked to write to United Utilities again and ask for a map of the sewers. The Parish Council and residents are concerned that with all the development on Hollins Lane the current sewers and infrastructure are not capable of taking the increased capacity.
1342. Report from the Chairman on the litter issue 
The Chairman is now going to meet Wyre Borough Council on the 16th of April 2021 to discuss the ongoing litter issue and collect litter picking sticks and bags.
It was agreed the Clerk would write a letter of thanks to the Cricket Club and other groups who have recently been involved with the litter picking.
There is an excessive amount of rubbish by Forton Services slip road which is spilling out into the Countryside around Forton. It was agreed the Clerk would write to the Service Station Manager.
1343. Parish Reports/Issues from Councillors

Parish Maintenance/State of Pond
The Clerk wrote to Mr J & Mr K Whittingham 9th March 2021 confirming as the parish council are no longer leaseholders of the Pond and environs, they will be relocating the benches to other places in the village to allow for full public access.
The Parish Council agreed to leave the current safety equipment in situ on the understanding that they are now Mr & Mrs Whittingham responsibility for maintenance and upkeep from this date onwards.
The Parish Council wrote to Mr & Mrs Whittingham 21st January 2021 advising If their CCTV camera is recording images of the road/passers by then notices should be displayed advising people of this.  To date there has been no response. The Clerk was asked to follow this up.
Parish Clerk

The Clerk has updated all the records with new contact details and prepared the first draft of the year end accounts for internal audit.
Hollins Lane Update – Flooding/SID Sign
The Parish Council is still waiting for Highways to confirm where the SID signs can be placed.

Two footpaths have now been  installed from the Hollies onto Hollins Lane .
Lune Valley Rural Housing Association/Lancashire Association of Local Councils


Nothing to report.
Website/GDPR

Nothing to report.
Village Hall & Recreation Ground Committee/Trust
It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Trustees of the Village Hall with regard to the VAT issue.
 1344. Audit 2021
· A resolution was passed to agree the Parish Councils assets 2021 once amendments have been made for the number of bins.

· A resolution was passed to agree the Parish Councils Financial Regulations 2021

· A resolution was passed to agree the Parish Councils Risk Management 2021
· A resolution was passed to agree the terms of reference for the Internal Auditor 2021
· A resolution was passed to agree the Internal Auditor and Fee 2021    
· A resolution to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2020/2021

· A resolution to approve the Accounting Statements for 2020/2021

1346. External Audit

 It was resolved that Forton Parish Council met the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption wants to declare exemption from External Audit.
1347. Annual Return 
The Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2020/2021 Part 2 was approved. The Chairman and the Clerk will arrange to sign it in Socially Distanced way,
.
1348.
FINANCE
The following payments have been made:
The following payments have been made:
	01 March 2021
	L J Hall - February Wages
	£248.24

	01 March 2021
	L J Hall - February Expenses
	£18.00

	01 March 2021
	Mcafee 
	£89.99

	17 March 2021
	LALC Subscription
	£289.97

	21 March 2021
	Cllr Young - Toner
	£14.99

	24 March 2021
	Colin Cross - April/May Village Voice 
	£341.00

	24 March 2021
	Angela Nicholls reimburses toner/ postage
	£36.24

	25 March 2021
	Microsoft Office 
	£59.99

	31 March 2021
	A Nicholls March wages plus additional hours for year end and changeover
	£371.85

	31 March 2021
	A Nicholls March expenses
	£18.00

	31 March 2021
	HMRC tax
	£92.80


The Bank Reconciliation March 2021





Current Account
 £6,857.32


Supported by Cashbook
Receipts

£26,526





Payments

£19646.94





Total


£ 6,857.32

Reserve Savings Account
£ 40415.72
Resolved:  The above transactions were agreed.
1349.
AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING

Any items that will need a resolution will be deferred to the next meeting and placed on the Agenda to allow information on the subject to be gathered.  Councillors can report defective street lighting; blocked drains etc. to the Clerk at any time and these will be taken up with the appropriate authorities.  There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.35pm. 
Chairman:  …………………………….               Date:  ……………

The date of the next Meeting is Monday, 10th May 2021.
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